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guffey/stc UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA TO HOST
3-4-80 1ST ANNUAL CHAMPION HOLIDAY CLASSIC
state, bb BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT IN 1980
MISSOULA—
The First Annual Champion Holiday Classic Basketball Tournament will be hosted 
by the University of Montana Dec. 19-20, 1980, announced Grizzly Athletic Director 
Harley Lewis.
"It is a privilege to start a first-rate tournament like the one we will hold 
in Missoula," Lewis said. "I am very excited about the caliber of the tournament.
It will be first class as far as operation is concerned, as well as the caliber of 
teams."
Bob Kelly, Champion International's manager of public relations in the Rocky 
Mountains, pointed out that ail profits from the tournaments will go into an 
academic scholarship fund.
Lewis said teams competing along with the host Grizzlies next season will be 
the University of Maine, Murray State of Kentucky, and Gonzaga of the West Coast 
Athletic Conference. Gonzaga is a former member of the Big Sky Conference.
An example of some of the top-notch teams who are entered in future classics 
include Texas A&M and the University of Portland.
The Grizzlies will also compete in the KOA Classic in Billings, Mont, later 
in December.
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